WORSHIP TOGETHER
25th July 2021
Opening Prayer
Lord you promised that you are always with
us. Wherever we may be and whatever we
may be facing as we come to worship you
may we know your presence with us. Draw
us closer to you in this time of worship. Amen
We sing or read this hymn
The Church of Christ, in every age
beset by change but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.
Across the world, across the street,
the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live until they die.
Then let the servant Church arise,
a caring Church that longs to be
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,
and clothed in Christ's humanity.
For he alone, whose blood was shed,
can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread
and feed the starving multitude.
We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord:
to care for all, without reserve,
and spread his liberating Word.
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)

Let us pray together
Loving God we come to offer you our praise for
everything that you have done for us and continue to
do for us each day. Whatever the circumstances we
face, you are always walking with us.
We are sorry for those times when we have let you
down. We haven’t always said or done the right thing
and others have been hurt. We are sorry for the
times when we have put ourselves first instead of
helping those who needed our help. Forgive us and
help us to be the people you want us to be.
We praise you for giving us life, for our loves, our
home and church family, and for Jesus. We ask these
and all our prayers in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Today’s Gospel Reading: John 6:1-21
After this Jesus went to the other side of the
Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him,
because they saw the signs that he was
doing for the sick. Jesus went up the
mountain and sat down there with his
disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of
the Jews, was near. When he looked up and
saw a large crowd coming towards him,
Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy
bread for these people to eat He said this to
test them, for he himself knew what he was
going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six
months ’wages would not buy enough bread
for each of them to get a little.’
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But
what are they among so many people? ’Jesus
said, ‘Make the people sit down. ’Now there
was a great deal of grass in the place; so
they sat down, about five thousand in all.
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he
had given thanks, he distributed them to
those who were seated; so also the fish, as
much as they wanted. When they were
satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the
fragments left over, so that nothing may be
lost. ’So they gathered them up, and from the
fragments of the five barley loaves, left by
those who had eaten, they filled twelve
baskets. When the people saw the sign that
he had done, they began to say, ‘This is
indeed the prophet who is to come into the
world.’

We Reflect Today’s Gospel reading from John looks
at the story of the feeding of the 5000, a familiar story
to many of us. I often read about events and think “I
wonder what it would have been like to be there” for some you may have thought this about the
football final on the 11th July. I do wonder what it
would have been like to have actually been there
when 5,000 were fed through offering and prayer.
What did the boy who donated the loaves and fishes
think, what look was on the faces of the disciples,
were the crowd fully aware what was happening.
We can’t of course tell, we can only imagine.
What we do know however is that when we offer
even the smallest things to God,
1. they are just as important as the big things
2. God can work miracles through any faithful
offering.

The young boy offered his bread and fish, it was not
shunned by Jesus, it was totally accepted, prayed
over, and offered on. Let’s make sure we don’t miss
the small things. It’s not all about the mighty and the
great, it’s about the faithfulness in whatever is offered
- quite like the Widow who offered what she had, the
miracle being that her story has changed the mind-set
of millions since.
Alongside this, just look what God can do through a
faithful offering, request or a few words. Through
Mary’s words of obedience we have Jesus. Jesus who
heals the sick and gives sight to the blind through
their small words of faith. Jesus who changed the
lives of the woman at the well, and in turn her village,
just because she in faith asked for ‘living water’. In
this story through Jesus who fed 5,000 through a
small offering of bread and fish.
The boy wondered whether to offer his lunch, and as
he made the decided the miracle began. God uses
every faithful offering, decision, word, to spread the
Kingdom of love. We can all be part of God’s working
and active miracles today. That in itself is a miracle.
Sit quietly and think back of the past week, at your
words and ways, and thank God for what he has done
with them that we know nothing about
OUR OFFERING We offer to you now the gifts of
ourselves and our money. We know that in your
hands others will be blessed. AMEN

them the strength and peace that they need.
We place into your hands those who have died
knowing that you welcome into your waiting arms.
Be with all who mourn and may they know your
peace, love and strength at this difficult time.
We pray for ourselves. You know the challenges that
each of us face. We ask that you will give each one of
us what we need to face them. When we struggle
remind us of your faithfulness to us. Help us to serve
you and build your kingdom. We ask these and all our
prayers in Jesus’ name Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father ……
Let’s sing or say

We’ll walk the land, with hearts on fire
And every step will be a prayer
Hope is rising, new day dawning
Sounds of singing fills the air
Two thousand years, and still the flame
Is burning bright across the land
Hearts are waiting, longing, aching
For awakening once again

Let the flame burn brighter, in the heart of the
darkness, turning night to glorious day
Let the song grow louder, as our love grows
stronger, let it shine! Let it shine
Let’s pray
Lord, We come to pray for your world. A world of
hurt and pain. A world where so many are struggling
because of war, disaster or poverty. Sometimes we
look at your broken world and wonder what we can
do to help mend it. Show us Lord how we can play a
part in mending your broken and troubled world.

We’ll walk for truth, speak out for love
In Jesus name we shall be strong
To life the fallen, to save the children
To fill the nation with Your song

Chorus

We pray for the church. Be with all our church leaders
and congregations as they seek the way forward that
they may know your presence with them. We pray for
our own individual churches as we all seek the way
forward in sharing your gospel with the world.
A prayer of blessing
We pray for all those who are in need of our prayers
at this time thinking of those in hospital, those
struggling for lots of different reasons due to the
impact of the pandemic on their lives. Be with all
those who need our prayers right now Lord and give

Loving God, Spirit Son and Father, bless those we pray
for, those we love, and ourselves. Make us more like
you each day, help us reflect your love to others, so
they come to know you as their savior and Lord AMEN

