Worship Together
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An opening prayer
Lord you lead us like a Shepherd,
You calm our fears as you flood our
minds with truth and then take charge.
You gently take us through the tough
times. How grateful we are Father that
we can live our lives free of fear; that we
on this earth, who are so distant from
you because of our very sinfulness, can
have a relationship with you because of
your graciousness. Thank you for
bridging the massive gap that exists
between our human inadequacies and
your purity and holiness.
Thank you Father for understanding us
without condemning
For forgiving without lecturing
For taking us beyond our faults without
shaming us
And thank you for giving us a reason to
go on. AMEN
We praise God through this chorus
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him, all creatures here below
Praise him above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

In the Gospel of Matthew chapter 5 we
start to read what’s called Sermon on
the Mount. Jesus delivered this to the
people after he had been Baptised,
tested in the wilderness, and called his
Disciples. Chapter 5 begins with

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he
went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and
he began to teach them”.
The people followed Jesus, they listened
to his teaching… this is what Jesus
invites us to do today.
From verse 3 we find The Beatitudes,
these are not commands or probabilities,
they are certainties, each begin with the
word ‘Blessed’ meaning contented, at
peace, privileged, serene, unaffected by
ones surroundings. To be blessed is an
inner attitude that prevails over all
external situations.

In verse 9 we read that the
peacemakers will be blessed.
When Jesus taught this He wasn’t just
speaking about ‘keeping the peace’, it goes
much deeper than that…..
A peacemaker is someone who releases
tension and calms a situation rather than
feeding it with words and tension;
A peacemaker seeks solutions and not
arguments
A peacemaker generates ‘light’ and not
heat - we all know what a heated
atmosphere feels like.
A peacemaker will guard against offences
before they even happen, and endeavour
to keep the unity of the Spirit in homes,
groups, churches, workplaces
Wow this isn’t that easy, but we’re not on
our own, and through this Jesus says we will
be BLESSED.
Blessed with a peace in our inner life
regardless of any outer circumstances. If we
know the Lord Jesus Christ this can become
a reality. If we do not know Jesus it never
will be, for Jesus is the source who blesses
with perfect PEACE
A PRAYER
Lord Jesus, as we read Your Word, may the
print from the page of our Bibles come alive for

us. And as we begin to understand them, help
us to apply them to our own lives.
Through Jesus we pray, AMEN
Let’s praise God through this song
King of kings, Majesty
God of heaven living in me
Gentle Saviour, closest Friend
Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End
All within me falls at Your Throne

Your Majesty, I can but now,
I lay my all before you now
In royal robes, I don’t deserve
I live to serve Your majesty.
Earth and heaven worship You
Love eternal, faithful and true
Who bought the nations
Ransomed souls
Brought this sinner near to Your throne
All within me cries out in praise
Your Majesty, I can but now,
I lay my all before you now
In royal robes, I don’t deserve
I live to serve Your majesty

OUR PRAYER TIME
We allow ourselves to be still and to
focus on God’s presence in, around and
for us……..
We bring to mind any news we have
seen or heard in the past days…..
Lord, these are people we will not see and
places we may not visit, but you know
them, and we ask that your peace reigns
in the hearts of all those we think about.

We think about those we know
personally…….
Lord we pray they will come to know you
so that Your peace reigns in their hearts
whatever their outer circumstances
We see ourselves in relationship with
you, who knows us completely……
Lord we pray that our trust in you will
bring us Your inner peace, whatever our
outer circumstances.

AMEN
THE LORD’S PRAYER……..
Offering - Lord all we have is a gift
from you, here is our offering, we know
with your blessing others will be
blessed AMEN
NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD,
With hearts and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be ever more.

Blessed are the peacemakers.

